
 

 

ARAN Update December 2025 
 

CHRISTMAS IS A GOOD TIME TO 

REMIND OUR POLITICIANS THAT 

REFUGEES AND PEOPLE SEEKING 

ASYLUM SUFFER UNDER CURRENT 

POLICIES – WE MUST BE BETTER 

THAN THIS 

Please take a few minutes to send a 

message calling on our politicians to be 

fair and compassionate, and to uphold 

human rights. 

  

See suggestions in the ARAN Letter 

Kit:   Letter Writing | Australian 

Refugee Action Network ARAN      

 
 

What’s in this ARAN UPDATE?    
 
CAMPAIGN ISSUES 

★ Christmas messages to politicians  

★ Media attention on suspect contracts funded by Australian in Nauru 

★ Some progress on permanent visas  

★ People still at risk in PNG  

★ Report on Immigration Detention in Australia outlines many concerns     

OTHER NEWS & UPDATES 

○ Suggestions to donate at Christmas to support refugees  

○ RAR work with Afghan Women recognised in Canberra  

○ Sr Brigid Arthur receives UNANIMA International Woman of Courage Award 

○ We are Not Powerless (film) - possible fundraiser idea for 2026 

○ Global Refugee Forum - 23 pledges made in December 2023 - how are we 

progressing? 

https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/
https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/


 

 

 

○ ARAN Network of letter writers and letter writing groups  

SEND A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO POLITICIANS 

 

As 2025 draws to a close, the Labor Government is emboldened, having passed critical 
legalisation with little resistance from a fractured Opposition.  

This year there have been some positive developments for refugees and people seeking 
asylum, particularly for those who have been granted permanent visas after spending 
many years living on temporary visas.  However, there are ongoing concerns about the 
continuation of offshore processing on Nauru, the abandonment of those remaining in 
PNG, and the ongoing visa insecurity of hundreds of people previously held offshore who 
currently have no prospect of being permanently resettled in Australia.  With the support of 
the Opposition Labor legislated a draconian arrangement to pay-off Nauru to accept 
unwanted non-citizens from Australia, some of whom have served time for offences; there 
are well founded concerns about how those forcibly deported to Nauru will be received by 
the local community, and their longer-term prospects for safety and freedom.  

 

We need our political leaders to commit to fairness and decency. Send a message to 

your local MP, and Senators in your state, the Prime Minister and the Minister for 

Home Affairs.  See contact details and suggestions in the ARAN Letter Kit:   Letter Writing 
| Australian Refugee Action Network ARAN      

   

SUSPECT CONTRACTS IN NAURU - Senate Inquiry 

For many years there have been concerns about the payment of large sums of money 
and contracts with discredited or corrupt entities to support Australia’s offshore 
processing and retention regimes.  

In January 2024 The Guardian reported on concerns about the misspending of funds 
provided to contractors supporting offshore processing:  Claim that millions were 
misspent.      

In February 2024 the Richardson Report was released: Review of Integrity Concerns  
and Governance Arrangements for the Management of Regional Processing 
Administration by  the Department of Home Affairs  This report left no doubt about the 
corruptions concerns, and prompted calls for action:  Jana Favero, ASRC Director of 
Systemic Change: “What this report affirms, is what we’ve been saying for years, that 
dodgy offshore companies have been profiteering off the human suffering of refugees 

https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/
https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2024/jan/31/millions-allegedly-misspent-or-wasted-in-australias-offshore-detention-system-senior-home-affairs-official-tells-tribunal?CMP=share_btn_url
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2024/jan/31/millions-allegedly-misspent-or-wasted-in-australias-offshore-detention-system-senior-home-affairs-official-tells-tribunal?CMP=share_btn_url
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-pubs/files/richardson-review/richardson-review-report.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-pubs/files/richardson-review/richardson-review-report.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-pubs/files/richardson-review/richardson-review-report.pdf


 

 

 

and people seeking asylum – and that previous Governments have allowed it to 
happen. Richardson Review provides further evidence for Albanese Government to 
finally end offshore cruelty and corruption   

Following the Minister’s announcement in October that a financial  agreement had 
been made with Nauru to accept non-citizens which Australia wanted to deport, further 
revelations by a whistleblower were reported in a 60 Minutes episode (9 Nov) -watch 
here: How Australia got rid of illegal immigrants | 60 Minutes Australia The concerns 
have been taken up by several other media outlets including SMH article 10 Nov 2025 
.   

Later it was revealed that the Government was advised in 2024 about corruption 
concerns at high levels in the Nauruan Government, but ignored this information a 
signed up to a 30 year deal in October 2025. See ASRC media release 26 Nov.    

It has also been reported that Nauruan President David Adeang said members of the 
NZYQ cohort, many of whom are refugees, could be returned to their home countries 
before the 30-year-long agreement with Australia lapses, according to a translation of 
his comments.   See ABC report here.   

 

The Greens have successfully called for a Senate Inquiry, which will report by 1 June 
2026 on deals associated with offshore processing since 2022.  See details here: . 
From Tampa to Nauru. Billion-dollar refugee deal to be scrutinised at last.  This report 
includes links to a number of relevant reports and articles.  Submissions to the Inquiry 
are due by 13 February 2026.  See details here   
 
It is understood that at least 4 people have been deported to Nauru under the new 
agreement with Nauru, and that visas have been issued for a further 25..  There 
are persistent calls for transparency and accountability for the well being of these 
people - see media release by the Australian Human Rights Commission when the 
new deal was announced in October. .   

https://asrc.org.au/2024/02/13/richardson-report-gives-further-evidence-to-end-offshore-corruption/
https://asrc.org.au/2024/02/13/richardson-report-gives-further-evidence-to-end-offshore-corruption/
https://youtu.be/9hvxVzX0NDI?si=A5XzlUfF7QaawcLk;
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/9tdzz0d9fu0d0rwd1kzie/Nauru-offshore-detention_-Corruption-allegations-to-be-referred-to-anti-corruption-watchdog.pdf?rlkey=7e14hfhfqr1vy4kh10n43wpn0&st=7mg855hz&dl=0
https://asrc.org.au/2025/11/26/secret-report-reveals-government-knew-of-nauru-corruption/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-11-25/nauru-president-says-nzyq-could-go-home-/105982474
https://michaelwest.com.au/from-tampa-to-nauru-billion-dollar-refugee-deal-to-be-scrutinised-at-last/?fbclid=IwY2xjawOaVz1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEepmMR9zCS2f_MJGnTtodeHNy7-nd2eccPisnBXreGmKRFbjDazAOJo-_Y5QA_aem_f6XWm1dXu0PxEtoygItmvQ
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Legal_and_Constitutional_Affairs/Offshoreprocessing2025
https://humanrights.gov.au/about/news/media-releases/human-rights-commissioner-calls-transparency-nauru-deportation


 

 

 

Take Action:   You are encouraged to email your local MP and the MInister for Home 
Affairs Tony.Burke.MP@aph.gov.au  to register your concern for the safety and liberty 
of those deported to Nauru, and your disapproval of the arrangement with Nauru to 
accept those we are refusing to resettle, and your concerns about misuse of your 
taxes. This is all abhorrent. Write your own email - the ARAN Letter kit for October 
may be helpful (see  Letter Writing | Australian Refugee Action Network ARAN) -  or 
use the form email developed by the ASRC: Stop the Deportations.    

 

SOME PROGRESS ON PERMANENT VISAS 

At last people who have been in the so-called and deeply flawed Fast Track process 
are being offered permanent visas, after more than a decade living with uncertainty, 
and the fear of deportation. The government continues to assess on a case by case 
basis, and many are now feeling more hopeful that they will at last be able to call 
Australia their home.  

Important Information: Anyone in the Fast Track process who has not already 
contacted one of the refugee-specific legal services should do so to find out what they 
need to do to be considered for a permanent visa. See list of the refugee legal 
services for each state at the end of this newsletter.    

However, there are concerns about access to family reunion - there may be long waits 
for those who are hoping to support family members to join them, once they get 
permanency.  The experience of a family resettled in Ballarat shows that reuniting with 
family may be another painfully uncertain process.  Calls to change refugee 
reunification system that has separated family for 13 years - ABC News 

     

PEOPLE ARE STILL AT RISK IN PNG  

 

The picture above is from an article in The Conversation (Nov 2024) .  Sadly, around 
37 men (some with families) remain in PNG, and once more these men are facing the 
prospect of financial support being withdrawn.   

mailto:Tony.Burke.MP@aph.gov.au
https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/
https://action.asrc.org.au/stopdeportations
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-09-07/refugee-family-reunification-process-after-13-years-apart/105645368
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-09-07/refugee-family-reunification-process-after-13-years-apart/105645368
https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/
https://theconversation.com/dozens-of-refugees-are-still-stranded-in-precarious-situations-in-png-and-support-from-australia-is-dwindling-241676


 

 

 

While alternative housing and a modest living allowance has been provided during 
2025, we now understand that these financial supports will be withdrawn in early 
2026. Most of the men are unable to find work to support themselves, and some are 
too ill to gain employment.     

Port Moresby is listed as one of the most dangerous cities in the world - there are real 
dangers for the men there.  In case you missed it, this article in The Guardian (june 
2025) outlines the dire situation for these men. Read about the situation for the men in 
PNG here (‘We just sit here’: the broken men Australia’s offshore detention regime left 
behind in Papua New Guinea) 

Consider donating in 2026 - most of these people will once again be destitute when 
the rent assistance and living allowances are withdrawn early in 2026.  Immediate 
help for Australia's refugees still in PNG | Chuffed | Non-profit charity and social 
enterprise fundraising  All funds will be forwarded to Sr Jane Keogh for the support of 
refugees abandoned in PNG:  

REPORT ON IMMIGRATION DETENTION IN AUSTRALIA OUTLINES MANY 
CONCERNS  

The UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention was in Australia for a 12 day visit. Civil 
society groups put together a comprehensive report for the working group, outlining 
key concerns about immigration detention in Australia, and the treatment of refugees 
and people seeking asylum post release.  See the report here:    Immigration 
Detention in Australia: Civil Society Submission to the United National Working Group 
on Arbitrary Detention 

This SBS article provides a first hand account of immigration detention: ‘Muhammad’ 

He spent his first six years in detention after being detained on arrival after escaping 

Pakistan by boat. He told SBS News he lived out the most traumatic years of his life 

on Christmas Island. He said he was treated like a high-risk criminal, even though he 

had never committed a crime, which he found "very humiliating". "Immigration and 

Border Force … they transfer me mostly everywhere in Australia, like from Darwin to 

Perth, then to Christmas Island, then to Melbourne. This journey, you never know 

where you will be," he said. 'I wish I was a dog in Australia': Ex-immigration detainee 

speaks out as scheme investigated 

OTHER NEWS & UPDATES  

Suggestions to DONATE at Christmas to support refugees  

Give a Christmas gift that will make a real difference;  Here are some suggestions:  

Asylum Art Market  Supporting refugees in Indonesia  

Brigidine Asylum Seeker Project  

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2025/jun/06/we-just-sit-here-the-broken-men-australias-offshore-detention-regime-left-behind-in-papua-new-guinea
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2025/jun/06/we-just-sit-here-the-broken-men-australias-offshore-detention-regime-left-behind-in-papua-new-guinea
https://chuffed.org/project/104810-immediate-help-for-australias-refugees-still-in-png
https://chuffed.org/project/104810-immediate-help-for-australias-refugees-still-in-png
https://chuffed.org/project/104810-immediate-help-for-australias-refugees-still-in-png
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/law/kaldor/submissions/2025-09-WGAD.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/law/kaldor/submissions/2025-09-WGAD.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/law/kaldor/submissions/2025-09-WGAD.pdf
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/i-wish-i-was-a-dog-in-australia-muhammads-story-as-un-probes-immigration-detention/pnwhj4bg4
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/i-wish-i-was-a-dog-in-australia-muhammads-story-as-un-probes-immigration-detention/pnwhj4bg4
https://asylumartmarket.com/about-the-asylum-art-market/
https://basp.org.au/you-can-help/


 

 

 

Legal services need help supporting people in the Fast Track group (& others):   

RACS - NSW & ACT 

Refugee Legal (Vic, SA, NT)  

Tasmanian Refugee Legal Service  

Circle Green - WA  

 
RAR work with Afghan Women recognised in Canberra  

The extensive work of RAR local 
groups since 2021 supporting and 
advocating for women and girls in 
Afghanistan was showcased at a 
special event in Canberra marking 
the International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against 
Women on 29 November. The 
panel discussion was moderated by 
journalist Karen Middleton and 
speakers were Emeritus Professor 
William Maley, Erfanullah Abidi and 
Muzafar Ali.   
 

Picture: Kathie Herbert and Ann-Maree McEwan (Blue Mountains RSG), Kaz Williams 
(Trentham RAR) with Muzafar Ali and part of the RAR display. 

 
Sr Brigid Arthur receives UNANIMA International Woman of Courage Award 
The award recognizes years of tireless service 
supporting and advocating for refugees and asylum 
seekers in Australia. Sr Brigid cofounded the Brigidine 
Asylum Seekers Project (BASP) in Melbourne in 2001. 
BASP relies entirely on donations and volunteer effort, 
and has provided housing, food, social support and 
advice and referral to thousands of people. The motto 
of the Brigidine Sisters is Strength and Kindness, and 
Sr Brigid embodies these, and is an astute and 
determined advocate for social justice. In her 
acceptance speech she quoted Australian historian 
Manning Clark, highlighting the importance of being a 
“life-enlarger” and seeking bold, inclusive, and humane 
ways of acting to challenge the systems that harm 
people. She warned against being complacent in the 
face of injustice.  Thank you Sr Brigid for your love and 
leadership.  

https://donate.racs.org.au/
https://refugeelegal.org.au/get-involved/donate/
https://trls.org.au/donate/
https://circlegreen.org.au/donate/


 

 

 

We are Not Powerless (film)  - possible fundraiser idea for 2026 
In December 2012, Muzafar Ali and his wife Nagina escaped the Taliban in 
Afghanistan. They found themselves living in Indonesia when Australia ‘stopped the 
boats’. With a small group of refugees, they received a $200 donation and founded a 
two-room school. 

Since then, the schools in Indonesia have grown and there are now over 1300 refugee 
students and 130 refugee teachers. The students are obtaining school leaving 
certificates and entering universities around the world. Alumni from the schools have 
spoken at the United Nations and become doctors, teachers and lawyers, and they 
are returning to support the schools in Indonesia, where many went to school for the 
first time in their lives. 

The film: This powerful, emotional and decades-long narrative, anchored by Muzafar 
and Nagina's love story, takes the audience inside the life of a refugee in a way that 
has never been captured before.  

See more info here.    Enquiries to jolyon@cisarualearning.com  

Global Refugee Forum 2023  – Australia’s 23 pledges:    
Many commitments were made in December 2023, including growing resettlement 
programs and complementary pathways, pathways to study, labor market programs 
and many more. It's important to hold the Albanese Government to account for 
progress against these commitments.  Food for thought in 2026.  

 

NETWORK of LETTER WRITERS and LETTER 
WRITING GROUPS  
The next online meeting of letterwriters will be online on 
Weds 14 January at 7pm AEDT.  All are welcome !    Email 
austrefugeenetwork@gmail.com.au if you would like to get 
the zoom link to attend.  

 

WANT TO RECEIVE THE ARAN UPDATE DIRECTLY?  

If this ARAN Update was forwarded to you, you can sign up here to receive it directly: 
https://aran.net.au/recent-news/sign-up-to-the-aran-update/ 

Follow ARAN Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianRefugeeActionNetwork/  

SEND NEWS FROM YOUR GROUP for the next ARAN Update 
austrefugeenetwork@gmail.com  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4BiG3qu6Tk
mailto:jolyon@cisarualearning.com
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/australian-government-pledges-at-the-2023-global-refugee-forum/
mailto:austrefugeenetwork@gmial.com.au
https://aran.net.au/recent-news/sign-up-to-the-aran-update/
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianRefugeeActionNetwork/
mailto:austrefugeenetwork@gmail.com

