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CONTINUING CAMPAIGNS

Refugees in detention
o 23 refugees have COVID infection in the Park Hotel, Melbourne
o Character Test Bill not passed - 2 Senate Bills remaining
o Submissions open on Ending Mandatory and Indefinite Immigration
Detention Bill
Offshore — Australia pulls out from PNG
Permanent Protection
Federal Election — ARAN resource kit for refugee groups

NEWS FROM MEMBERS ARAN MEMBERS GROUPS
& THE SECTOR

COMING EVENTS

PAST EVENTS

USEFUL RESOURCES

NEWS FROM THE ARAN COMMITTEE

¢ Send us your news and pictures

AFGHANISTAN CRISIS

The news from Afghanistan is desperate, with the
anticipated political oppression and denial of
freedom playing out as anticipated with the takeover §
by the Taliban. There are continuing reports from
Afghanistan of human rights abuses including:
eviction of Hazaras, detention and torture of
journalists, executions of civilians in Kabul including
a woman who was 7 months pregnant.

In addition, a humanitarian crisis in unfolding with
food shortages and totally inadequate health

services. See report here (Sunday 31 Oct — The World This Week)
http://www.abcaustralia.net.au/program/the-world-this-week/NC2117V/
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TAKE ACTION:

« Call for a special humanitarian intake of 20,000 refugees

o Join the twitter campaign every Tuesday:
#ActionForAfghanistan#20kTuesday

o Online letter to local MPs — calling for a special refugee intake from
Afghanistan - https://saveafghanistannow.good.do/contact/mp/

o Email all ALP MPs and Senators asking that they support the call for
20,000 additional resettlement places for Afghan refugees.

= Ask Labor parliamentarians to stand up for the Hazara community
who are particularly distressed about the safety of family and
friends. Find a sortable listing of all MPs and Senators at
https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/

» Template email for MPs: https://saveafghanistannow.good.do/contact/mp/

» Send a letter to other MPs and state Senators See the ARAN letter writing Kit
here for sample letters and contact details for MPs, Senators and the major
daily newspapers

» Send letters to the major dailies and other media outlets
Points to mention in letters and emails:

 Commit to an additional humanitarian intake of at least 20,000, prioritising the
most vulnerable Afghans- similar to Australia’s response to the Syrian conflict
in 2015.

» Expedite the resettlement of Afghan interpreters, guides and other personnel
involved in Australia’s mission in Afghanistan.

« Grant permanent protection to Afghan refugees, predominantly the historically
persecuted Hazara ethnic groups, who are currently on temporary protection
visas in Australia, or are in immigration detention.

» Grant amnesty to all Afghan nationals in Australia who fear returning to
Afghanistan.

» Provide people seeking asylum from Afghanistan who are currently in
Australia with fair and consistent pathways to seek permanent protection,
including by permitting people whose claims have been rejected to submit
new applications for protection and issuing a moratorium on forced returns to
Afghanistan.

« Enable priority access to family reunion to refugees from Afghanistan in
Australia.

Twitter: https://saveafghanistannow.good.do/contact/tweet/

Sign and circulate Petitions
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» Provide safe passage for people fleeing the Taliban

https://action.amnesty.org.au/act-now/australia-must-provide-safe-passage-to-those-
fleeing-the-taliban

o Petition from Save the Children

» Diaspora Advocacy Network for Afghanistan (DANA)- DANA petition

» Sign on as an individual, and encourage your Faith community to sign on to
Christians United for Afghanistan: https://www.unitedforafghanistan.com/

o https://www.actionforafghanistan.com.au/take-action

DONATE to support Afghan refugees: See various options here_ Emergency Action
Alliance

Donate to UNHCR

General Information and Assistance

» Action for Afghanistan https://www.actionforafghanistan.com.au/

—

» Refugee Council of Australia helpshee

» The Asia Pacific Network of Refugees (APNOR) has launched an Afghan Crisis
Helpline for Afghan nationals in Australia, Iran or Afghanistan. APNOR can
provide emergency support items, link you with mental health counsellors and
refer you for pro bono legal support. Call (+61) 1800 855 707.

» Legal assistance

o See RACS https://mailchi.mp/racs.org.au/important-update-on-racs-support-to-
afghan-community?e=7f9b276874

» Refugee Legal — information re visas for Afghan refugees
https://refugeelegal.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Afghanistan-info-sheet-FINAL.pdf

» ASRC - information sheet: https://asrc.org.au/crisis-in-afghanistan-refugee-
protection-infosheet/

CONTINUING CAMPAIGNS

DETENTION

23 Medevac Refugees now have Covid in Park Hotel Melbourne

It has long been feared that Covid would be brought into the hotel by the security
guards. Now these fears are realised — of the 46 refugees held in the Park Hotel, 23
men have Covid, with one in hospital. Medical care in the hotel has been minimal,
with ongoing concerns about the suitability of the hotel for quarantine — the Park
Hotel was one of the hotels involved in Melbourne’s hotel quarantine failures which
led to the extended lockdowns in Melbourne in 2020.
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too will become ill.

» See news report here:
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/asyl
um-seeker-hospitalised-with-
covid-19-following-melbourne-
detention-hotel-
outbreak/26c7a57e-e23e-41c0-
a632-509c64c0113d

o Email the Minister for Home
Affairs and call for the
immediate release of these men
to suitable quarantine facilities
— and the release of those who
are Covid free to the

FEE TIOM
FOR
e ULERS

community.
Karen.Andrews.MP@aph.gov.au

 See memes here to post on
your social media

2 remaining Migration Amendment Bills pose serious
risks to refugees in detention

While it is good news is that the Character Test Bill was not passed by the Senate in
October — thanks to the letter writing and lobbying efforts of many refugee
advocates, two bills remain, and these could still be put to the vote in the senate.

Liberty Victoria has prepared background information and a letter-writing campaign
supporting the efforts to block the three bills:

» Migration Amendment (Prohibiting Items in Immigration Detention) Bill 2020.
This Bill gives the Minister the power to remove mobile phones and other
personal items. You might remember Jacqui Lambie opposed last time, so
let’s write to senators again to make sure they hold the line if the Bill is
presented again.

» Migration and Citizenship Legislation Amendment (Strengthening Information
Provisions) Bill 2020
And if you are deported or detained, this Bill means you may never know why.
It strips away a person’s right to know and respond to a case against them,
which is fundamentally against the rule of law. The Bill gives excessive power
to the government and increases secrecy.

See also media release from ASRC: https://asrc.org.au/2021/08/02/parliament-must-
reject-a-spate-of-bills-that-will-introduce-sweeping-powers-and-deny-basic-rights/

To send letters go to https://libertyvictoria.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2105
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Please also copy your letter and send to all Senators in your state — find email
addresses here https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/rar-groups/online-group/

Ending Indefinite and Arbitrary Immigration Detention
Bill 2021 - make a submission

This important Bill — if passed — would limit immigration detention to a maximum of
3 months and ensure detention is used only as a last resort. See details of the Bill
here:
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Re
sult?bld=r6675

See details of the Committee inquiry here:
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Migration/ImmigrationD
etentionBill

It is not difficult to make a submission — due by 28 January 2022. Tell the Committee
why you support the intent of this Bill:
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/How_to_make_a_su
bmission

OFFSHORE PROCESSING - NEWS FROM PNG

At last, the Australian government is ending the offshore arrangements with PNG -
with an announcement in early October that the Australian Government would
withdraw, and that the PNG government will “assume full management of regional
processing services ... and full responsibility for those who remain”.

See news item here: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/oct/07 /we-will-
still-suffer-refugees-in-png-say-australias-exit-leaves-them-stranded

Other news on the ARAN website.

Offshore processing was always about Australia abrogating responsibility to
provide protection for those refugees who, in desperation, arrived on our shores to
seek safety and security. Instead, we have spent billions to punish these people,
exiling them to PNG and Nauru, as a punishment, and to deter others who may also
still hold the hope that Australia could be a safe haven. Now we are abandoning
them. While PNG appears to have goodwill towards the refugees, there are grave
concerns about just what will happen for those left in PNG after the end of
December.

The Catholic Bishops in PNG have been lobbying and have the support of the
Australian Catholic Bishops' Conference: Archbishop Mark Coleridge of Melbourne,
in a letter dated 19 August addressed to Prime Minister Scott Morrison stated that
Catholic aid agencies "are ready to assist the government in the relocation of
refugees”.

The Morrison government recently entered into a new agreement with the Nauruan
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Andrews saying they can ‘voluntarily transfer to Nauru’ — from one prison island to
another. You can read Andrews’ statement here.

For more information on the new deal with Nauru, see here. And for more detail on
the end of the PNG offshore agreement, please see here.

Take Action:

» Write to your local MP and Minister for Home Affairs - highlight the situation
for the refugees being abandoned in PNG and urge them to accept the
resettlement offer from the New Zealand Government and make the necessary
arrangements to ensure the safe resettlement of the 120 refugees left behind
in PNG. Karen.Andrews.MP@aph.gov.au Find your local MP here.

» See ARAN letter writing kit at: https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/rar-
groups/online-group/

» E-Petition on Parliamentary website (search for EN3490). Bring the asylum
seekers on PNG and Nauru here. https://www.aph.gov.au/e-
petitions/petition/EN3490 The petition closes on November 17.

PERMANENT PROTECTION

If you would like to join a network of refugees and advocates advocating for
permanency email Caroline Fleay C.Fleay@curtin.edu.au.

See report on economic benefits of providing permanent visas instead of Temporary
Visas and SHEVs: https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2021-09/apo-
nid314128.pdf. If you live in a marginal electorate, we encourage you to lobby your
MP on this issue.

Statistics: 13,208 SHEVs issued as at 30 September and 5,551 TPVs = 18,759 visas
granted in all. Home Affairs page with key humanitarian visa stats including TPVs
and onshore protection: https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/research-and-
statistics/statistics/visa-statistics/live/humanitarian-program

FEDERAL ELECTION - ARAN RESOURCE KIT FOR
REFUGEE GROUPS

It is anticipated that the Federal Election will be held sometime early next year - it
must be by May 2022. We expect the major election issues will be the economy, the
management of COVID-19 and vaccine coverage, climate change and corruption.
Beyond that people will mostly focus on issues such as health, education, and
taxes.

See Resources for refugee advocacy groups at
https://aran.net.au/campaigns/upcoming-federal-election-advocating-for-change/

Voices of... movement ... The statement from the Voices of Bradfield shows that a
focus on more compassion on issues of social justice is a key position of the
‘Voices of..” movement: We are looking for a determined and community minded
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inquiry in the form of a Federal Integrity Commission and real Compassion across a
range of social justice issues.

We encourage refugee advocacy groups to connect with local ‘Voices of...” groups
to promote more progressive refugee policies. See further detail here:
https://www.michaelwest.com.au/voices-of-ignites-30-independent-movements-across-
australia/ : “ A group of truly independent representatives holding the balance of
power in both houses of Parliament may be the best hope we have to restore trust in
our faltering democracy.” Also more information here:
https://independentvoices4senate.org/

For a list of ‘Voices of ..’ groups by electorate see
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of grassroots political_engagement groups_in_Australia

NEWS FROM THE SECTOR & ARAN MEMBER GROUPS

RAR support for Afghan refugees

Since the fall of Kabul RAR groups have been actively involved in taking action to
support people needing to escape from Afghanistan. So far individuals have lodged
65 applications for humanitarian visas for vulnerable Afghans and their families.
Most of these are families. 11 people arrived in Australia before the borders closed.
We keep in close contact with those we are sponsoring and are raising funds for
likely costs needed to get them out of the country when it is safe to do so. If you
want to know more, to join the Sub-Committee or to be a sponsor for a refugee visa
application, please contact Louise (rar.australia@gmail.com)

Community Refugee Sponsorship Australia (CRSA)

The push for an affordable community sponsorship program in Australia continues.
The Community Refugee Sponsorship Initiative became a registered charity with a
separate Board of Directors in July 2021. They are running a second round of the
Group Mentorship Program where a group of 5 people actively work with a family /
individual currently in Australia to help them in their settlement journey. The first
GMP was successful and rewarding for all involved. Training is now happening and
interested people can find out more from the CRSA

website. https://refugeesponsorship.org.au/

COVID Lockdown ingenuity

Members of the Bayside Refugee Advocacy and Support Association found a way in
lockdown to reach out to neighbours, coming a driveway plant stall with sharing
information about refugees.
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Grandmothers for Refugees

The Grandmothers in Victoria are already in campaign mode and “back on the streets” after the
lifting of Covid restrictions. Target electorates include Chisholm, Deakin, Higgins, Kooyong,
Goldstein, Dunkley, Casey and Flinders. We are recruiting new members to build our visibility in
those electorates and welcome the support of other refugee supporters at regular vigils and for
letter-boxing around marginal booth zones. Contact us at info@grandmothersforrefugees.org with
your name and electorate details. www.grandmothersforrefugees.org

-

ok

WHYARE THE LOCKED Up?

Grandmothers for Refugees Protest at Park Hotel in Melbourne

COMING EVENTS

Safdar Ahmed's graphic novel 'Still Alive' includes two true stories from Villawood Immigration
Detention. Hunter Asylum Seeker Advocacy event in co-operation with Newcastle Regional
Library 2pm EST, Sunday 14th November (Zoom).

Registration essential https://bit.ly/3vWJFRg . Info about the event here:

https://newcastle.nsw.gov.au/library/experience/what-s-on/what-s-on-events-calendar/author-talk-still-
alive-by-safdar-ahmed

ARAN Network of Letter Writing Groups — meets 8pm on second Wednesday of each month - email
austrefugeenetwork@gmail.com if you would like to join. Letter-Writing Kits available at -

https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/rar-groups/online-group/
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CVGGIIWtD:
SIEV-X COMMEMORATION Listen to this radio story commemorating 20 years which I've produced for
2XX FM98.3 podcast: https://soundcloud.com/subjectact/siev-x-commemorating-lives-lost-20-years-on
(produced by Canberra Refugee Action Campaign)

SIEVX event organised by Hunter Asylum Seeker Advocacy (HASA)

Here is the

recording: https://amnestyau.zoom.us/rec/share/m5mOI8R4_Qoo6KI11yX7gjsC3en4jRvm3alyzVblSrdu
om5y5XmoejlvwwuVEGBhQ.008Sb13g3ToY Xem1?startTime=1634631342000

Passcode: GZ$gx1gk

The individual videos:

o Eve Lester questioning the notion of ‘absolute sovereignty' https://bit.ly/3ITPfR6

o Canberra SIEV-X memorial video by John Minns https://bit.ly/3n6B9Lr

o Kate Durham speaking about her SIEV-X 'portraits’ https:/bit.ly/3n9ISIL

PATHWAYS TO A JUST MIGRATION ACT: Recording:
https://cloudstor.aarnet.edu.au/plus/s/AHsIMTNIMISI2F2 Access Password: y4L72kokEk”o
Organised by Liberty Victoria and Grandmothers for Refugees

FORSAKEN FIGHTERS - The fight to bring Afghan Interpreters to Australia — Jason Scanes (8 Oct
2021) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-060cieN6tA  Forum organised by Grandmothers for
Refugees -NSW. Hundreds of interpreters remain at huge risk in Afghanistan, over 600 still
waiting for a visa. forsakenfighters.org.au

ESCAPE FROM MANUS - Ealom Jaivet interview by Arnold Zable. Recording:
https://fb.watch/8h969Kvuin/ Organised by RAC Vic

TAMPA 20 YEARS ON Abbas Nazari at the Melbourne Writers Festival. Podcast:
https://omny.fm/shows/melbourne-writers-festival/tampa-20-years-on?
utm_source=mwfpodcastwebpage&utm_medium=content&utm_id=2021podcastseries

USEFUL RESOURCES

If you are supporting refugees in the community, the Finding A Home website might be helpful:
http://finding-a-home.com/

RCOA report on Humanitarian quota https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/refugee-program-smallest-in-
45-years-while-migration-program-quota-filled/

The Australian Government filled its Migration Program quota in 2020-21 but issued fewer than
half of the available refugee and humanitarian visas.

ASYLUM INSIGHT - October 2021 Monthly Wrap up https:/mailchi.mp/f4db82edef68/afghan-voices-
australias-involvement-in-afghanistan-a-proposal-for-permanent-residency-pathways?e=b23ad7c439

Article from the Kaldor Centre on situation for Afghan refugees:
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/publication/afghan-refugees-can-no-longer-wait-%E2%80%94-
australia-must-offer-permanent-protection-now

Book: Smuggled: an illegal history of journeys to Australia

https://www.multiculturalcommission.vic.gov.au/smuggled-illegal-history-journeys-australia

Liberty Victoria — reports on Bridging Visas
https://mailchi.mp/1d959702268d/november-2021-aran-update 10/11


https://soundcloud.com/subjectact/siev-x-commemorating-lives-lost-20-years-on
https://amnestyau.zoom.us/rec/share/m5mOI8R4_Qoo6KI11yX7qjsC3en4jRvm3a0yzVblSrduom5y5XmoejlvwwuVE6hQ.Oo8Sb13q3ToYXem1?startTime=1634631342000
https://amnestyau.zoom.us/rec/share/m5mOI8R4_Qoo6KI11yX7qjsC3en4jRvm3a0yzVblSrduom5y5XmoejlvwwuVE6hQ.Oo8Sb13q3ToYXem1?startTime=1634631342000
https://bit.ly/3lTPfR6
https://bit.ly/3n6B9Lr
https://bit.ly/3n9ISIL
https://cloudstor.aarnet.edu.au/plus/s/AHslmTNImISr2F2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-o60cieN6tA
https://fb.watch/8h969Kvuin/
https://omny.fm/shows/melbourne-writers-festival/tampa-20-years-on?utm_source=mwfpodcastwebpage&utm_medium=content&utm_id=2021podcastseries
https://omny.fm/shows/melbourne-writers-festival/tampa-20-years-on?utm_source=mwfpodcastwebpage&utm_medium=content&utm_id=2021podcastseries
http://finding-a-home.com/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/refugee-program-smallest-in-45-years-while-migration-program-quota-filled/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/refugee-program-smallest-in-45-years-while-migration-program-quota-filled/
https://mailchi.mp/f4db82edef68/afghan-voices-australias-involvement-in-afghanistan-a-proposal-for-permanent-residency-pathways?e=b23ad7c439
https://mailchi.mp/f4db82edef68/afghan-voices-australias-involvement-in-afghanistan-a-proposal-for-permanent-residency-pathways?e=b23ad7c439
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/publication/afghan-refugees-can-no-longer-wait-%E2%80%94-australia-must-offer-permanent-protection-now
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/publication/afghan-refugees-can-no-longer-wait-%E2%80%94-australia-must-offer-permanent-protection-now
https://www.multiculturalcommission.vic.gov.au/smuggled-illegal-history-journeys-australia
http://eepurl.com/hE4O39
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a0cdc0a8d6aee4990fa60a53e&id=29004e7410
javascript:;

7/20/25, 8:08 PM November 2021 ARAN Update

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

ministers-power-to-play-god/

If you have any questions, or wish to follow up, please email Delia Bradshaw at:
deliab@bigpond.com

WANT TO RECEIVE THE ARAN UPDATE
DIRECTLY?

If this ARAN Update was forwarded to you, you can sign up here to receive it direct:
https://aran.net.au/recent-news/sign-up-to-the-aran-update/

Follow ARAN Facebook https://www.facebook.com/AustralianRefugeeActionNetwork/

SEND NEWS FROM YOUR GROUP for the next ARAN Update info-pics@aran.net.au

Q@ 0 O

Copyright © 2021 Australian Refugee Action Network, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

¥l INTUIT

Q é mailchimp

https://mailchi.mp/1d959702268d/november-2021-aran-update 11/11


https://libertyvic.rightsadvocacy.org.au/refugees-and-asylum-seekers/bridging-visas/
http://libertyvic.rightsadvocacy.org.au/refugees-and-asylum-seekers/challenging-the-immigration-ministers-power-to-play-god/
http://libertyvic.rightsadvocacy.org.au/refugees-and-asylum-seekers/challenging-the-immigration-ministers-power-to-play-god/
mailto:deliab@bigpond.com
https://aran.net.au/recent-news/sign-up-to-the-aran-update/
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianRefugeeActionNetwork/
mailto:info-pics@aran.net.au
https://twitter.com/AustRefNetwork
https://twitter.com/AustRefNetwork
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianRefugeeActionNetwork/
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianRefugeeActionNetwork/
https://aran.net.au/
https://aran.net.au/
https://refugeeadvocacynetwork.us6.list-manage.com/profile?u=a0cdc0a8d6aee4990fa60a53e&id=29004e7410&e=[UNIQID]&c=0bdf43398a
https://refugeeadvocacynetwork.us6.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=a0cdc0a8d6aee4990fa60a53e&id=29004e7410&t=b&e=[UNIQID]&c=0bdf43398a
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=a0cdc0a8d6aee4990fa60a53e
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=a0cdc0a8d6aee4990fa60a53e
http://eepurl.com/hE4O39
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a0cdc0a8d6aee4990fa60a53e&id=29004e7410
javascript:;

