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SEPTEMBER 2024 ARAN UPDATE
 

Protest in Melbourne - since 15 July
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Sydney Protest at Minister Tony Burke’s office since 5 August 

Take action for Permanent Visas in solidarity with refugees protesting 
Write to the Minister regarding the refugees in crisis in PNG 
Advice on resettlement in New Zealand 
Other news 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION FOR PERMANENT VISAS in
solidarity with refugees protesting in Melbourne, Sydney,
Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth.  

People seeking refugee status under the flawed Fast Track have good reason to protest,
and demand Permanent Visas  Now - they have been in an agonizing limbo for 12 years.
Unfairly refused protection by the IAA, and stuck in costly, protracted and unsatisfactory
court appeals which do not review the merits of their claims, people are exhausted, and
disillusioned with the Labor Government.    

Response to the protests so far:  In Sydney, Minister Burke called a meeting at short notice
with representatives from the protest group. On 2 September the Minister visited the group
again, and stated that he is considering options. However, as of 5th September, no
commitments have been made. 

A group of Independents has signed a letter to the Minister urging action - see Crossbench
MPs call on prime minister to make pathway for asylum seekers stuck in 'limbo' - ABC
News 

With a Federal election in coming months, NOW IS THE TIME FOR ACTION. 

What you can do RIGHT NOW:    

Participate in the Pathways to Permanency campaign: 

ontact local Labor, Greens and Independent MPs and Senators, and the Minister for Home
Affairs – send letters or emails, make phone calls, and ask for meetings to discuss the
issue.  See details here:  Overview of Campaign for Permanency Aug 2024  which includes
contacts for MPs and Senators and a Sample letter to MPs, Senators & Minister.  You may
want to say you support the Key Asks outlined in the Letter sent to Minister outlining Key
Asks for permanency 2 Sept  

Hold local actions at politicians offices or other public places:       

Print  Form letter to Minister and get signed on street stalls and at other events, or
use these Postcards  
Print and display poster  
Share this QR code to make it easy for others to sign the petition to Minister Burke
at your event. 
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Email this link through your networks (and use it on your social media), asking
people to sign the petition.  Produced by the Local Government
Back Your Neighbor Campaign.  
Record a video clip with a message of solidarity with those
protesting, and share on your social media. You can also send
to 24 Hour Continuous Protest For Permanent Visa
facebook.com (Sydney Protest) 
Share Facebook posts from 24 Hour Continuous Protest For
Permanent Visa  and  Refugee Women Action for Visa Equality  

Share these stories on social media:  

Home is Here: Narges Shaterian 

Home is Here: Rathy Barthlote      

Home is Here: Abbas Ghezzy

Media coverage of the protests: 

ASRC media release 20 August Refugee protests build momentum as people demand an
end to life in limbo

Refugees, asylum seekers camp outside Home Affairs for the right to 'call Australia home' -
ABC News 

SBS News story 31 August  

The tragic death of Mano Yogalingam reminds us of the toll of these years of anxiety and
uncertainly:  Mano Yogalingam: Asylum seeker dies in Melbourne day after self-immolation
(smh.com.au)     The asylum seeker who saw no way out of Australia’s ‘cobweb of cruelty’

News 10 report on Brisbane Protest.mp4

Need more information?  

This FAQ on Fast Track (Refugee Advocacy Network Aug 2024).docx provides an
overview.  

Around 9,000 people seeking refugee protection have been refused under the Fast Track
assessment process, which was introduced by the Abbott Government in 2014 to lower the
number of people recognised as refugees. 

The UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) states that  “it is apparent
that the fast track review process is inadequate to ensure a fair and efficient protection
assessment process to identify persons in need of international protection”   See: The
protection of Australia's so-called 'legacy caseload' asylum-seekers 

In Opposition, Labor also acknowledged that the so-called Fast Track process was flawed
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and unfair.  Now we must ask, why is the government apparently accepting around 9,000
visa refusal decisions made under the process?  When will the government put in place a
process to properly review the merits of refugee claims, and to provide pathways to
permanency for these people who have been working and living peaceably in our
communities for more than a decade.   IT IS TIME that they are given a secure future here
as permanent residents, with all the rights associated with permanency - the right to work
and study, the right to Medicare, the right to income support safetynet, and the right to
travel to visit the loved ones they have been separated from for more than a decade.   

The UNHCR also says that granting permanency is the correct response, recommending
that States consider “appropriate arrangements” for persons “who cannot be expected to
leave the country of asylum, due to a long stay in that country resulting in strong family,
social and economic links”   See . Cessation of Status No. 69 (XLIII) - 1992 | Refworld  
(point E) 

CONTINUING CRISIS FOR REFUGEES ABANDONED IN PNG    
  
Sadly, there are still 46 men who have been trapped
in PNG since 2013 - they cannot leave unless they
have a pathway to safety and secure future. 
Although the Australian Government commenced
talks with the PNG Government in July regarding the
reinstatement of funds to support the refugees and
their
families in Port Moresby, still no funds have flowed. 
See letter writing suggestion here.  

Donations are still required - funds collected are distributed by Sr Jane Keogh, who has a good
knowledge of who needs assistance in PNG. You can donate here:  Immediate help for Australia's
refugees still in PNG

Since September last year, the Australian Government has sent nearly 100 people seeking asylum in
Australia to detention in Nauru.  It seems the terrible cycle of banishment and exile is starting again on
Nauru.  Write to the Minister and others expressing your concern.  See ideas for a letter about the
situation for those on Nauru here: September Letter - Refugees Off PNG and Nauru campaign

A Campaign Group convened by Kevin Sweeney is working on campaign strategies. If you would like to
find out more about the Refugees Off PNG & Nauru campaign email: kevin2sweeney@me.com 

On 19 August ASRC took a delegation to Canberra to advocate for an end to the offshore regime.  With
the assistance of local refugee supporters in canberra and media event was held at the front of Parliament
House. Kylea Tink received the petition with 11,000 signatures.  

See ASRC media release here: 11,000 call on Federal MPs to end suffering in offshore detention and
evacuate people now 
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ADVICE ON RESETTLEMENT IN NEW ZEALAND 

Important information for people who were previously held in
PNG or on Nauru and who are now living in Australia.  It is
important to remember that the offer of resettlement in New
Zealand ends on 30 June 2025.  Anyone who wants to
consider the opportunity to resettle in New Zealand needs to
apply, or reactivate their application by December this year, to allow for processing time. See more
information here  and also the Expression of Interest Form for Resettlement to New Zealand. If an
interpreter or any other assistance is needed email UNHCR at aulcarel@unhcr.org. 

See news article here  regarding the NZ Resettlement Deal, highlighting that it is unlikely that 450 will be
taken up before 30 June 2025.

AWARDS FOR REFUGEE ADVOCATES IN THE BLUE
MOUNTAINS 

Joy Connor, a founding member and former chair of the Blue Mountains
Refugee Support Group, where she remains a member of multiple working
groups, has been awarded an OAM in recognition of her many years of work
in social justice, driven by her passion for showing care and kindness to help
the world be a better place.  

Jackie Mayers from Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group has just been
awarded Blue Mountains Senior Citizen of the Year 2024 for her work in
initiating and running the Youth Shoebox Project for the past 10 years. This
project involved high schools and community organisations throughout the
Blue Mountains by developing awareness and social responsibility around the
treatment of refugees, whilst bringing joy to hundreds of refugee children at
Christmas time.

 

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

7/20/25, 9:22 PM ARAN UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2014

https://mailchi.mp/3e063e019a84/aran-update-september-2014 5/6

https://help.unhcr.org/australia/resettlement/resettlement-to-new-zealand/
https://help.unhcr.org/australia/resettlement/resettlement-to-new-zealand/
https://enketo.unhcr.org/x/Odhf9aau
mailto:UNHCR at%E2%80%AFaulcarel@unhcr.org
https://islandsbusiness.com/news-break/new-zealand-refugees/?mc_cid=9b5afeceb0&mc_eid=1126614f56
http://eepurl.com/hE4O39
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a0cdc0a8d6aee4990fa60a53e&id=29004e7410
javascript:;


REMINDER:   RURAL AUSTRALIANS for REFUGEES (RAR)
conference - October 2024   

Book your Early Bird ticket before 31 July! https://events.humanitix.com/2024-rar-national-
conference 

Opening night Friday October 11 in the historic Kyneton Town Hall, with Behrouz Boochani
as the feature speaker.  The conference continues on Saturday and Sunday. Mostafa
Azimitabar and Farhad Bandesh will join for the Saturday evening showing of Freedom is
Beautiful.    For more info go to RAR CONFERENCE   or contact organizers on:
conference24.rar@gmail.com 
 

DO YOU HAVE ANY NEWS TO SHARE? 

Send us photos and details of your activities for the next ARAN Update. Please email to
austrefugeenetwork@gmail.com 
 

WANT TO RECEIVE THE ARAN UPDATE DIRECTLY?   

If this ARAN Update was forwarded to you, you can sign up here to receive it direct:
 https://aran.net.au/recent-news/sign-up-to-the-aran-update/

Follow ARAN Facebook  ​ https://www.facebook.com/AustralianRefugeeActionNetwork/  

SEND NEWS FROM YOUR GROUP for the next ARAN
Update austrefugeenetwork@gmail.com

Copyright © 2024 Australian Refugee Action Network, All rights reserved.
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