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JUSTICE FOR REFUGEES means
Releasing ALL refugees and people secking asylum from detention
Permanent visas and family reunion for al refugees
Fair and timely assessment of all claims for refugee status
The right to work and access to Centrelink benefits for al refugees and
people seking asylum
Ensuring that people still held on Naura and in PNG have safe ressttiement
options either here in Australia or in New Zealand

Australa’s reatment o refugees is harsh, puritve, and s in breach of nternatonal
obligations under the UN Refugee Convention. Peaple fecing poticaloppression and
wars in Afghanistan, i Lanka, Myanmar and the Midde East have heldfor years in
detenton.

Thisisin conirastto Australa's response o th refuges ciss at he end of the
Vietnam War i th early 1970 Just over 2000 Vietnamese arived by boat folowing
thefall of Saigon; none of them were detained. Australia resetled around 80,000
Vietnamese refugees n tota. It shows that resettement of much arger numbers of
refugeesis possible.

Why the detention of refugees must end

“The imprisonment o refugees in the Park Hatelin Meloourne has been widely
reported since Novak Diokovic was detained there in January. Unike Novak, 28 men
emain inthe hotelafer nearly 8 years of detenton. These men who were held in
PNG and on Nauru for nearly ove 7 years, were brought to Australia with 160 others
for medical tratment in 2018 under the now repecled Medevac legilaton. These.
men coninue o be detaned - fo absoltely no reason.

“There are around 280 people wha are seeking asylum being held n immigration
across Austala (Home Afars statstics Sept 2021). Over 200 refugees and asylum
Seskers are being hld n Nauru and PNG, many without ny prospect o safe
meaningfu esetlement

Mo other courtry in the world has mandatory and indeine detenion of refugees.
Long term detenton stips away hope and leads o serous physical and mental health
problems. As former Ausirlan ofthe year psychologist Patrick McGory said
*detention centrs are fatores for producing mentalness”

‘What else need to change?

“The Australan goverment has ignored th cal fo a specialintake of 20,000 to
provide safety for people suffering persecuion and starvaion in Afghanistan. Istead
the government s offeed ony 15,000 over 4 years taken out o the existing
efugee quota ofjust 13,750 each year.

1n 2014 the Australan government banned resettement in Australa of any refugees
who come via Indonesia. Since then, ovr 14,000 UNHCR recognized efugees have
been stuck in imbo i Indonesia. They have o rights, So cannot etabiish bark
accourts, work lgally or gt health care, and often teir chilren cannot go to
school. Around half of these refugees are from Afghanitan.

Refugees should be granted Permanent Visas

Thousands of refugees have been fving and working n our communityfor more
than 8 years - by now they should be Australan citzens. Intead, thy are stilving
on Temporary Profection Visas (3 years) o 5-year Safe Haven Enterpise Visas
(SHEVS) with no possiilty of setting permanently in Austraia. They are ot alloved
to apply for family reunion. They remain permanenty separated from loved ones,
who arsoften in places of danger.

Bridging Visas (BVES) are short erm visas. Peopl on these vsas need o teapply
and have no certanty tha they il be ranted another vsa. Most people on BVES
have no access 10 welare, and sometimes do not have the right to work o study
Thousands of people have ved fo over @ years n consant uncertainy - usually
because the qovernment has not completed thei refugee assessments, o because
of the unfai asttrack system. Some people ae on BVES despie having rfugee
tatus, tis includes released Medevac refugees and chidren and families brought
from Nauru

‘These policies are cruel and costl, we can instead welcome refugees

We call forenlightened and humane polces o replace the cruel and shameful
polces thathave been in pace for ar {00 ong.

We can fully Welcome Refugees




