
 
 

CRISIS OF HUNGER AND HOMELESSNESS 

Did you know that the Federal Government is deliberately 

forcing refugees into homelessness and destitution?  

 

People who are seeking recognition as refugees often have to wait many 

years while the painfully slow process of assessing their claims for 

protection is completed.  Until recently these people were provided with a 

minimum income (just 89% of Newstart), to pay rent, buy food, pay for 

medical services, and support themselves and their families.  This safety net 

is known as SRSS (Status Resolution Support Services).   

Now the government is withdrawing the SRSS support, pushing  

potentially 8000 men, women, and families into homelessness, taking 

away their ability to pay housing, food, and their other needs.   

 Charities, local councils and State Government services around Australia are 

reporting massive increases in homelessness and destitution because of 

these savage cuts to SRSS. 

You can help  

 TURN OVER TO SEE HOW  
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People seeking asylum waiting for their asylum claim are not eligible for 

Medicare and Centrelink and if they do not have access to work, or the SRSS, 

they have no safety net against unemployment, homelessness, hunger and 

illness.  

Everyone needs money to buy food, pay rent and pay for medical help 

when they need it.   

Until recently most of these people have been denied the right to work.  

While these people want to be independent and give back to the community 

by finding work, they often have difficulty getting secure work, because of 

they don’t have permanent visas.   

You can help. 
We are calling on the government to immediately restore SRSS support to 

all people seeking asylum, including families, until they are able to support 

themselves in secure paid employment.  

• Email Prime Minister, Scott Morrison https://www.pm.gov.au/contact-
your-pm 
Phone on (02) 6277 7700        Write to Prime Minister, Parliament 
House, Canberra ACT 2600 

• Email, phone and or visit your Local MP – find your local MP at  
www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members 

• Donate to your local refugee support group 

• Encourage your family and friends to take action too! 

 
Want to find out more? 
 

More information: 

https://bit.ly/2KnFJ6q 
or email:  
Australian Refugee Action Network 
austrefugeenetwork@gmail.com 
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