
PLANNING 
for  

PALM  SUNDAY 



Palm Sunday 

 

• We get a big crowd  
• around 8,000 this year 

• previously 10,000 and  

• About 15,000 in 2015 

• We attract a lot of people who do not usually turn out for protest 
rallies 

• Lots of different groups might travel up to 4 hours to attend 

 



The message 

• Agree on a message that appeals to diverse groups  

• We use this each year as key message and lead banner 

• Additional messaging depends on current issues  



Banners, posters, leaflets & props 

• We invite people with a public profile to carry the banner 

• We produce a colour poster and leaflet  

• Leaflet has info about the current issues    

• Leaflets are handed out at railway stations and 
distributed widely  

• We do some props and others do too  
 



Interfaith communities 

• Engage with interfaith communities 

• In Victoria, people practice more than 130 different 
faiths 

• St Patricks (Catholic), St Paul’s (Anglican), and Wesley 
churches organise services just prior and then walk 
through the city to join the Walk for Justice at the 
State Library 

Rev Ian Smith,  
Executive Officer  

Victorian Council of Churches 

As Christians approach this most sacred of seasons of the 
year, we are again drawn to express the compassion and 
love demonstrated by our Lord Jesus Christ at that first 
Easter. 

It’s incomprehensible given the personal stories that have come out of Manus and Nauru 
that our politicians continue to maintain a brutal and antihumanitarian approach to 
people who are legitimately seeking refuge and our help… 

I call people of compassion to continue to stand up 
and challenge the abhorrent narrative that 
dehumanises people seeking our help…  

Information can be found at www.facebook.com/palmsundaywalk http://www.vcc.org.au/ 

 



Lots of music 

Music adds to the welcoming atmosphere 

 

A broad range of music appeals to diverse 
audiences and makes it family friendly. 

 

• Musicians with lived experience as a refugee 

• Riff Raff Radical Marching Band 

• Drummers 

• Melbourne Mass gospel choir 

 



Planning committee 

• Start planning from an early date  

• Form a planning committee  

• Gain leverage by inviting representatives of supportive groups 



Speakers 

• Invite an experience MC 

 

• Limit the number of speakers  

 

• Include refugee speakers 

 

• Try for a high profile speaker 



Endorsements 

We write to community groups and local 
councils in Victoria and ask them to: 

• endorse the Walk for Justice 

• promote it through their networks  

• organise to bring their group’s banner 
on the day 

• send representatives – or support their 
local Palm Sunday events 

In 2018 around 130 community groups 
endorsed the Walk for Justice 

 

 

Academics for Refugees 
Amnesty International Australia 
Anakbayan Melbourne 
Anglican Diocese of Melbourne 
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre 
Australia Asia Worker Links 
Australian Association of Social Workers 
Australian Churches Refugee Taskforce 
Australian Education Union Victorian Branch 
Australian Greens Victoria 
Australian Jewish Democratic Society 
Australian Nursing And Midwifery Federation (Vic Branch) 
Australian Refugee Action Network 
Australian Student Christian Movement 
ASU Victorian Private Sector Branch 
Australian Unions for Western Sahara 
Ballarat Catholic Diocese Social Justice Commssion 
Bayside Refugee Advocacy and Support Association 
Befriend A Child In Detention 
Bellarine for Refugees 
Black Sash Australia 
Brigidine Asylum Seeker Project 
Catholic Alliance for People Seeking Asylum (CAPSA) 
Central Victorian Refugee Support Network 
CFMEU C&G Division Vic Branch 
Combined Refugee Action Group 
Congregation of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan 
Darebin City Council 
Diaspora Action Australia 
Doctors for Refugees 
East Gippsland Asylum Seeker Support (EGASS) 
Ethnic Communities’ Council of Victoria 
Fair Go For Pensioners 
Freedom Socialist Party 
Gabriela Australia 
GetUp! 
Grandmothers Against Detention of Refugee Children 
GADRC – Ballarat 
GADRC – Batman 
GADRC – Bendigo 
GADRC – Jaga Jaga 
Hobsons Bay Refugee Network 
House of Welcome 
Humanist Society of Victoria Inc. 
Islamic Council of Victoria 
Jesuit Social Services 
Jews For Refugees 
Kindred Kindness 
Kommonground 
Labor for Refugees 
Latrobe Valley Refuge Support Group 
Librarians For Refugees 
Love Makes A Way 
Mater Christi College, Belgrave 
McMillan for Refugees 
Melbourne Catholic Migrant & Refugee Office 
Melbourne City Churches In Action 
Melbourne Unitarian Peace Memorial Church Inc. 
Migrante Australia 
Migrante Melbourne 
Missionary Sisters of Service 
Moreland City Council Home 
Montmorency Asylum Seekers Support Group 



Brian Walters AM QC  

Australia receives only a tiny fraction of the 
world’s refugees. 

In 1951, Australia was instrumental in 
developing the Refugee Convention. Now 
we routinely violate it. We have proclaimed 
to the world that we will give permanent 
protection to those found to be refugees in 
our country. We should honour that 
commitment. Instead, when people fleeing 
terror come to us for help, we lock them 
away indefinitely in mental illness factories. 

Refugees do not threaten our borders – they invoke the protection of our 
borders. 

We have outsourced our cruelty to poor nations – teaching them disrespect 
for human rights, when these nations have much to gain from honouring 
human rights. The detention centres on Manus Island and Nauru, that have 
done so much to corrupt the rule of law in those places, should be closed 
immediately.  

The debate about asylum seekers in Australia is fundamentally about 
ourselves. It’s about what sort of community we are and what sort of nation 
we are. We proclaim our values of freedom and justice, but when people 
fleeing unimaginable persecution take us at our word, and look to us for 
help, we lock them up in hell holes and we deny them the processes of our 
law. Is this who we really are? Is this the legacy we want to leave? 

 Information can be found at www.facebook.com/palmsundaywalk 

 

Endorsements 

We invite organisations  

and people  

with a public profile  

to provide a supporting statement 

Message from Tim Costello 

Chief Advocate for World Vision Australia 

I am speaking for justice on Palm Sunday 
because like many Australians I want to see an 
end to offshore detention. 

I've been to refugee camps and humanitarian 
crises all around the world but when I visited 
Manus Island and saw the suffering firsthand it 
felt personal.  These people have been locked 
up by my government, in my name. The 
Australian government has a moral 
responsibility to bring those being detained on 
Manus and Nauru to Australia immediately. Locking people up indefinitely in order to deter future 
refugees is not a moral equation that we should be happy to live with. This policy is inhumane and 
callous, especially to people almost universally found to be legitimate refugees. 

With than 65 million displaced worldwide, more than half of them children, displacement is the 
biggest humanitarian challenge of our times. Everyone deserves to be safe and free. 
  www.worldvision.com.au/ 

 

June Factor 

Convenor, Befriend a Child in Detention Project 
Right now, there are still over 150 child asylum seekers and refugees 
stranded on Nauru, with no security and an uncertain future.  

Since 2014, Befriend a Child in Detention has helped to bring them 
some joy, and some opportunity for learning, by sending letters of 
friendship, beautiful new books, playthings and other resources. But 
their most essential needs are justice and freedom.  

To seek asylum is legal – yet they and their parents are treated as 
criminals, imprisoned on a tiny, poverty-stricken Pacific island. Justice 
means their immediate transfer to Australia or New Zealand – to 
freedom and the opportunity to heal and to flourish.  
 https://befriendachildindetention.wordpress.com 

 

The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe  
Dean of Melbourne – St Paul’s Cathedral 

For more than a decade, Australia has detained refugees in 
offshore camps in third nations. We might claim that the Manus 
camp has been officially closed, but hundreds of refugees are 
still stranded on Manus Island or detained on Nauru. I am 
ashamed that we continue failing to meet our international 
obligations. It is time for Nauru to close, and for the refugees 
from both islands to be brought to mainland Australia. Let’s 
end this tragedy, and let’s show our leaders that this still leaves 
us sore: march with me for refugees this Palm Sunday. 

Dean Andreas Loewe  
https://cathedral.org.au/ 

 

 

Radical Women 

Statement for Walk for Refugees, 25 March 

War, persecution and climate change have displaced 65.6 million people. More 
than 22 million are refugees. The hellholes and dehumanising control they’re 
subjected to show that freedom of movement in this world does not really exist.  

More than half of the world’s refugees come from South Sudan, Afghanistan and 
Syria. Yet the countries that profit from these conflicts, which they help create, 
have shut their own borders. Australia is one of them.  

The use of xenophobia and racism by our governments to control immigration and chill dissent at home is 
not new. The phony “war on terror,” aided by Islamophobia to shift our attention from the disintegrating 
global economy, has made bigotry even more toxic. From Europe and the United States to Australia, 
successive governments in power have scapegoated immigrants and refugees to aim people’s fear and 
anger at the victims, not the system. This is the climate in which people start listening to far-right 
demagogues, like Cory Bernardi and Pauline Hanson, and fascists for “answers.” In Victoria, neo-Nazi and 
far-right ideologues are cheering the Liberal Party’s law-and-order election campaign, which targets African 
Australian communities. By standing up for refugees, we resist the far right, emerging fascists and the 
crackdown on our collective civil rights.  

Women and children are the majority of casualties in this colossal human crisis. More than half of the 
world’s refugees are children. Women and girls make up 86% of South Sudanese refugees. Single women 
traveling alone, heads of households, pregnant women, adolescent girls, unaccompanied minors and 
women with disabilities make up Syria’s women refugees. A gender analysis is generally ignored in the 
broader humanitarian travesty, but the issues women deal with are horrific. Whatever the cause — war and 
genocide in Tamil Eelam and South Sudan, the brutal feudal patriarchy of Afghanistan or Assad’s terror in 
Syria — the impact of oppression weighs heavily on women.  

Women and children cop the brunt of the Australian government’s barbaric treatment. Last year, 50 women 
held on Nauru were refused urgent overseas medical treatment. Pregnant women, denied the freedom to 
birth as they choose, suffer in isolation and with limited access to interpreters. The lack of decent ante- and 
post-natal care contribute to post-natal depression and other mental ill health and an inability to bond with 
their babies. Denying the right to terminate an unwanted pregnancy — unwanted because of rape, poor 
health or the prospect of raising a child in these concentration camps — is another form of cruelty. The 
refugee crisis is a feminist issue. 

Why can capital and those who control it cross borders freely when other humans can’t? Why are people, 
who have no recourse but to risk their lives and those of their loved ones to get here, kept out? Why are 
taxes taken from education, health, housing, transport, welfare and other vital services to fund wars, 
elaborate border protection and increased policing and surveillance at home? The plight of refugees is an 
international class struggle. 

Radical Women calls for the following action:  

All refugees must have automatic entry and equal rights — open the borders, close the detention centres 
equal citizenship rights for all stop racial profiling by the state, end the law-and-order assault on our civil 
liberties. 

Radical Women — Australian Section  radicalwomen@optusnet.com.au 

 

Rural Australians for Refugees, Ballarat 
 
Close Australian Refugee Detention Centres, 
and resettle all refugees into the Australian 
community or safe third countries 
immediately.  
 
 https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/rar-groups/victoria/ballarat/ 

 
 



Goals 

Goals from the Walk for Justice are that: 

• People are better informed 

• People are motivated to act 

• People have connected with others who are like-minded 

• We have increased our visibility and membership 

• We have funds for ongoing actions 

 

 

 



Post event actions 

 

To achieve the goals, we need to have at the event: 

• Our contact details 

• Membership sign-ups (paper and online) 

• Upcoming events for them to join in 

• Lists of actions they can take away and achieve 

• Ability to collect donations 



Media 

• TV – national and international 

• Press  -  local, national and international  

• Radio  -  local, national and community 

• Social media  -  zines, facebook, twitter, instagram 



Support and equipment 

• Running sheet - critical 

• Microphone and speakers 

• Podium/stage 

• Seating 

• Shelter from extreme weather 

• Tables 

 

• Volunteers: 
• BEFORE to set up, and  

• AFTER to pack up 

• Other considerations:  
• Water 

• First aid/medic support 

• Marshalls/Security  

• High viz vests 

• Police liaison 

• Rubbish collection 

 

 

 



Challenges & dilemmas   
 
• Difficult to get media attention. It is important to maximise social 

media 

 

• While several unions endorse, the turnout is not particularly strong 

 

• Do we keep the formula the same 




