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Media reports about refugees and asylum seekers 
Please note: some of the links to old news stories may be broken. 

 

• 31/12/19: ‘Looking back, I realise I was naive’: reporting on the refugee crisis (The Guardian)  

• 31/12/19: China took their parents: the Uighur refugee children of Turkey (Yahoo News)  

• 30/12/19: Darebin City Council Offers Refugees and Asylum Seekers Free Access to Leisure 
Services (Australian Leisure Management)  

• 30/12/19: More asylum seekers arrive on planes amid trafficking fears (SMH)  

• 29/12/19: This is what happened to Australia’s 12,000 refugees from Syria and Iraq (SBS News)  

• 29/12/19: From Nauru to limbo: the anguish of Australia’s last asylum seeker in 
Cambodia (Guardian Australia)  

• 27/12/19: Coalition loses control of visa system (Independent Australia)  

• 25/12/19: Melbourne council offers refugees and asylum seekers detained in hotel free access to 
services (ABC)  

• 24/12/19: New Zealand would be honoured to take Behrouz Boochani. Australia be 
damned (Guardian Australia)  

• 23/12/19: ‘They Give Us No Clear Answers’: Medevac Asylum Seeker reportedly Detained in 
Melbourne Hotel Speaks Out (SBS News)  

• 23/12/19: The truth about the Medevac ‘four-star’ asylum seekers (Independent Australia)  

• 21/12/19: The Canada Project (The Saturday Paper)  

• 19/12/19: Refugees held inside Melbourne hotel face uncertain future 
(ABC Melbourne)  

• 19/12/19: Refugees and asylum seekers in Australia under medevac laws detained in Melbourne 
hotel for months (ABC News)  

• 19/12/19: Refugees in PNG’s Bomana face grim conditions (RNZ)  

• 19/12/19: UN targets electrifying all of world’s refugee camps (SpaceDaily)  

• Refugee’s overstay in New Zealand could fuel Aussie tensions 
(ABC News) 19/12/19: 

• 18/12/19: After medevac was scrapped, what now for the sick refugees stranded on Nauru? (SBS 
News)  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/31/looking-back-i-realise-i-was-naive-reporting-on-the-refugee-crisis?CMP=share_btn_link
https://au.news.yahoo.com/china-took-parents-uighur-refugee-children-turkey-020134000--spt.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAFS0Z0NAPO3TOzqNxbItfYBosIBYphZQjWtOaCJzi7oz9d_3P3WDnhua1HUkEWIdWjBvnvn9s0nHja1FTQ_S5_G6U-iaASKPkkeBUgiHFz41oYPR0jUNY0-KsL5BfivyLmApb9OBQzH0GwaxoLA7phpl1q4sn2pDhFagzc9UdbjB
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/darebin-city-council-offers-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-free-access-to-leisure-services/
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/darebin-city-council-offers-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-free-access-to-leisure-services/
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/more-asylum-seekers-arrive-on-planes-amid-trafficking-fears-20191230-p53nlt.html
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/this-is-what-happened-to-australia-s-12-000-refugees-from-syria-and-iraq
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/dec/29/from-nauru-to-limbo-the-anguish-of-australias-last-asylum-seeker-in-cambodia
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/dec/29/from-nauru-to-limbo-the-anguish-of-australias-last-asylum-seeker-in-cambodia
https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-display/8-top-story-of-2019-coalition-loses-control-of-visa-system,13442
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-12-24/melbourne-council-offers-asylum-seekers-in-hotel-free-services/11825732
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-12-24/melbourne-council-offers-asylum-seekers-in-hotel-free-services/11825732
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/24/new-zealand-would-be-honoured-to-take-behrouz-boochani-australia-be-damned
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/24/new-zealand-would-be-honoured-to-take-behrouz-boochani-australia-be-damned
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/the-feed/they-give-us-no-clear-answers-medevac-asylum-seeker-reportedly-detained-in-melbourne-hotel-speaks-out
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/the-feed/they-give-us-no-clear-answers-medevac-asylum-seeker-reportedly-detained-in-melbourne-hotel-speaks-out
https://independentaustralia.net/life/life-display/the-truth-about-the-medevac-four-star-asylum-seekers,13439
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/opinion/editorial/2019/12/21/the-canada-project/15768468009269?fbclid=IwAR3YajusvvaNqT6hT8SUYMrA2APuAZl8-sy15r-eu3DFJRfsW-ZrEpRlJ3Q
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/melbourne/programs/mornings/moz/11813614
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-12-19/medevac-refugees-locked-in-melbourne-hotel/11813008
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-12-19/medevac-refugees-locked-in-melbourne-hotel/11813008
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/programmes/datelinepacific/audio/2018727547/refugees-in-png-s-bomana-face-grim-conditions
http://www.spacedaily.com/afp/191219150201.ibbrudxy.html
https://abcnews.go.com/Entertainment/wireStory/refugees-overstay-zealand-fuel-aussie-tensions-67819076
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/after-medevac-was-scrapped-what-now-for-the-sick-refugees-stranded-on-nauru


• 18/12/19: Australian govt uses comic strips & fake horoscopes to scare off asylum-seeking Sri 
Lankans (Washington Post)  

• 18/12/19: Medevac asylum seekers detained in a Melbourne hotel for months (SMH)  

• 14/12/19: Australia should lead way on refugees (The Saturday Paper)  

• 13/12/19: Immigration Minister David Coleman takes indefinite personal leave, 
hands over duties (SBS News)  

• 12/12/19: Good food was never hard to come by, until I became an asylum seeker in Australia 
(SBS News)  

• 11/12/19: A ‘Fair Share Agreement’ for refugee resettlements (Alfred Deakin Institute for 
Citizenship and Globalisation)  

• 9/12/19: Labor MP calls for Australia to lead global refugee resettlement push (9 News SMH)  

• 6/12/19: Asylum-seeker test case ‘even more vital’ after medevac repeal: lawyer (9 News SMH)  

• 5/12/19: UNHCR statement on Australia’s repeal of Medevac legislation (UNHCR)  

• 5/12/19: ‘Ball in Australia’s court’: Jacinda Ardern open to resettling Nauru refugees in NZ (SBS 
News)  

• 5/12/19: Medevac deal with Lambie clears ground for New Zealand solution (The Age) 

• 4/12/19: MSF: Medevac repeal entrenches dangerous precedents on denial of medical 
care (ReliefWeb)  

• 4/12/19: Scott Morrison leaves door open to New Zealand refugee offer in medevac 
repeal (Guardian Australia)  

• 4/12/19:Medevac repeal gives Morrison a political win, but prompts intense moral 
discomfort (Guardian Australia)  

• 4/12/19: Senate calls on government to expedite asylum claim of two gay Saudi journalists in 
‘arbitrary’ detention (Guardian Australia)  

• 4/12/19: ‘Medevac’ law: Australia denies medical evacuations for refugees (BBC News)  

• 4/12/19: Explainer: the medevac repeal and what it means for asylum seekers on Manus Island and 
Nauru (The Conversation)  

• 4/12/19: Medevac: Senate votes blind, Lambie offers no light (The Age)  

• 4/12/19: Iraqi interpreters who served beside Australians say they’re prevented from applying for 
visas (Guardian Australia)  

• 4/12/19: Scott Morrison denies ‘secret deal’ with Jacqui Lambie as Senate votes to overturn 
medevac laws (SBS News)  

• 4/12/19: Testimonies after deportation – What happens after Australia deports Tamils (Tamil 
Guardian)  

• 2/12/19: Coalition braces for medevac fight after surprise loss on ‘union-busting’ bill (SBS)  
 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/12/18/australia-created-fake-horoscopes-deter-sri-lankans-seeking-asylum-there/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/12/18/australia-created-fake-horoscopes-deter-sri-lankans-seeking-asylum-there/
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/medevac-asylum-seekers-detained-in-a-melbourne-hotel-for-months-20191217-p53kmh.html
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/opinion/topic/2019/12/14/australia-should-lead-way-refugees/15762420009234
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/immigration-minister-david-coleman-takes-indefinite-personal-leave-hands-over-duties?fbclid=IwAR14D7RnY2Nh2G4KF5IepsET4nC7-MsPUrXzdGkfRfB7qVzuVc8Rd3BeZ-s
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/immigration-minister-david-coleman-takes-indefinite-personal-leave-hands-over-duties?fbclid=IwAR14D7RnY2Nh2G4KF5IepsET4nC7-MsPUrXzdGkfRfB7qVzuVc8Rd3BeZ-s
https://www.sbs.com.au/food/article/2019/12/11/good-food-was-never-hard-come-until-i-became-asylum-seeker-australia
https://adi.deakin.edu.au/news/a-fair-share-agreement-for-refugee-resettlements
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/labor-mp-calls-for-australia-to-lead-global-refugee-resettlement-push-20191206-p53hp9.html
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/asylum-seeker-test-case-even-more-vital-after-medevac-repeal-lawyer-20191206-p53ho5.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/12/5de8e3574/unhcr-statement-australias-repeal-medevac-legislation.html
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/ball-in-australia-s-court-jacinda-ardern-open-to-resettling-nauru-refugees-in-nz
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/federal/medevac-deal-with-lambie-clears-ground-for-new-zealand-solution-20191204-p53gx8.html?list_name=44_age_newsalert&promote_channel=edmail&utm_campaign=theage-am-newsletter&utm_content=TOP_STORIES&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_term=2019-12-05&mbnr=MjAyMjk4OTI&instance=2019-12-05-07-07-AEDT
https://reliefweb.int/report/nauru/msf-medevac-repeal-entrenches-dangerous-precedents-denial-medical-care
https://reliefweb.int/report/nauru/msf-medevac-repeal-entrenches-dangerous-precedents-denial-medical-care
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/dec/04/scott-morrison-leaves-door-open-to-new-zealand-refugee-offer-in-medevac-repeal?utm_term=RWRpdG9yaWFsX0F1c3RyYWxpYW5Qb2xpdGljcy0xOTEyMDQ%3D&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=AustralianPolitics&CMP=aupolitics_email
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/dec/04/scott-morrison-leaves-door-open-to-new-zealand-refugee-offer-in-medevac-repeal?utm_term=RWRpdG9yaWFsX0F1c3RyYWxpYW5Qb2xpdGljcy0xOTEyMDQ%3D&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=AustralianPolitics&CMP=aupolitics_email
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/dec/04/medevac-repeal-gives-morrison-a-political-win-but-prompts-intense-moral-discomfort?utm_term=RWRpdG9yaWFsX0F1c3RyYWxpYW5Qb2xpdGljcy0xOTEyMDQ%3D&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=AustralianPolitics&CMP=aupolitics_email
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/dec/04/medevac-repeal-gives-morrison-a-political-win-but-prompts-intense-moral-discomfort?utm_term=RWRpdG9yaWFsX0F1c3RyYWxpYW5Qb2xpdGljcy0xOTEyMDQ%3D&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=AustralianPolitics&CMP=aupolitics_email
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/dec/04/senate-calls-on-government-to-expedite-asylum-claim-of-two-gay-saudi-journalists-in-arbitrary-detention?utm_term=RWRpdG9yaWFsX0F1c3RyYWxpYW5Qb2xpdGljcy0xOTEyMDQ%3D&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=AustralianPolitics&CMP=aupolitics_email
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/dec/04/senate-calls-on-government-to-expedite-asylum-claim-of-two-gay-saudi-journalists-in-arbitrary-detention?utm_term=RWRpdG9yaWFsX0F1c3RyYWxpYW5Qb2xpdGljcy0xOTEyMDQ%3D&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=AustralianPolitics&CMP=aupolitics_email
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-50653195
https://theconversation.com/explainer-the-medevac-repeal-and-what-it-means-for-asylum-seekers-on-manus-island-and-nauru-128118
https://theconversation.com/explainer-the-medevac-repeal-and-what-it-means-for-asylum-seekers-on-manus-island-and-nauru-128118
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/federal/with-some-of-the-weirdest-reasoning-medevac-is-repealed-20191204-p53gr0.html?list_name=44_age_newsalert&promote_channel=edmail&utm_campaign=theage-am-newsletter&utm_content=TOP_STORIES&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_term=2019-12-05&mbnr=MjAyMjk4OTI&instance=2019-12-05-07-07-AEDT
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/dec/04/iraqi-interpreters-who-served-beside-australians-say-theyre-prevented-from-applying-for-visas?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other&fbclid=IwAR2t0ccIVK2jzQQJ-7qT8eLr-ZpYCLA2g0mNgvjjkguX7J3lGbl4Wv4crVs
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/dec/04/iraqi-interpreters-who-served-beside-australians-say-theyre-prevented-from-applying-for-visas?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other&fbclid=IwAR2t0ccIVK2jzQQJ-7qT8eLr-ZpYCLA2g0mNgvjjkguX7J3lGbl4Wv4crVs
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/scott-morrison-denies-secret-deal-with-jacqui-lambie-as-senate-votes-to-overturn-medevac-laws
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/scott-morrison-denies-secret-deal-with-jacqui-lambie-as-senate-votes-to-overturn-medevac-laws
https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/testimonies-after-deportation-what-happens-after-australia-deports-tamils
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/coalition-braces-for-medevac-fight-after-surprise-loss-on-union-busting-bill

